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Speaker’s Profile 
 

 

 

Aislin Baker took on the role of Senior Governance Adviser and Team 
Leader in DFID Bangladesh in June 2017. She previously worked with the 
UK’s Department for International Development in London, Afghanistan, 
Pakistan and Sudan where she has covered issues ranging from political 
accountability, to public sector reform, corruption, justice and conflict. 

 

 

 

 

 

A.K. Enamul Haque, PhD, is faculty member of the department of 
economics at the East West University in Dhaka, Bangladesh.  He 
completed his doctoral degree from the University of Guelph, 
Ontario, Canada in Natural Resource Economics. Dr. Haque has 
significant contribution in the climate change adaptation, 
environmental valuation, wetland and other natural resource 
economics. He has valuable contribution to the Climate Public 
Income Expenditure Review for Bangladesh that was carried out 
under the Ministry of Finance. Moreover, he also worked for the 
Planning Commission of Bangladesh for mainstreaming climate 
change into national plan documents. Besides, he is one the editor 
as well as contributor for the Environmental valuation in South Asia published by 
Cambridge University Press. Professor Haque has been a SANDEE research advisor for 
many years. He is also serving as Director of Asian Center for Development, Director for 
Economic Research Group and Member, BDIX Trustee Board. 
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Atiq Rahman, PhD, is the Executive Director of Bangladesh Centre 
for Advanced Studies and in-charge of Programme and Policies of 
BCAS. He also coordinates Global Forum on Environment and Poverty 
(GFEP), which is an initiative emerging out of UNCED in Rio, and a 
worldwide network of over 400 policy and research institutes working 
on sustainable development, global governance and equity issues. 
Further Dr. Rahman is the Chairman of the Executive Board of Climate 
Action Network – South Asia (CANSA), a South Asian Network working 
on Global Change, working closely on global change issues and global 
networks. In 1999, he was elected as the Chairperson of the Coalition of 
Environmental NGOs, Bangladesh and continues to represent this 
vibrant community as its principal mover and shaker. He was the Team Leader of the 
National Adaptation Plan of Action (NAPA) Synthesis, Government of Bangladesh. Dr. 
Rahman is a leading Environment and Development Specialist with wide national, 
international and global experience and involvement in Sustainable Development, 
Environment and Resource Management, poverty and equity, disaster management, 
people’s participation, global governance and modeling evaluation issues. He is a well 
recognized global leader in sustainable development. He was the lead author of the IPCC 
Fourth Assessment Report, which received Nobel Peace Prize in 2007. He was a recipient of 
this Nobel Peace Prize with other scientists. He was awarded the UN Highest Award for 
Environment “Champions of the Earth 2008”. This award recognizes "the extraordinary 
leadership and his contribution to environmental issues, sustainable development and 
climate change.  He has also received “Environment Padak -2008” for research and 
technology innovation by the Government of Bangladesh, the  highest official recognition 
for outstanding contribution in the field of environment. He has been teaching at Fletcher 
School of Law and Diplomacy, Tufts University, Boston, USA as the Visiting Professor of 
International Diplomacy and Sustainable Development. He is also the Bangladesh Focal 
point of South Asian Poverty Commission follow up actions. Trained as a chemist having 
education in B.Sc Hons. and M.Sc from Dhaka University,  he was awarded the 
Commonwealth Scholarship 1974 and completed his Ph.D on solid state chemistry and low 
energy processes  from Brunel University, London, UK. in 1977. For fourteen years (1974 - 
1988) he taught and researched in the Oxford and Aberdeen universities in the UK and the 
Haute Alsace in France. 

Fazle Rabbi Sadeque Ahmed holds PhD in Environmental 
Science from the University of Aberdeen, UK in the year 2005. 
He has been worked as Project Coordinator, Community 
Climate Change Project of PKSF, under Bangladesh Climate 
Change Resilience Fund since 2012. Prior to that he had 
worked as Director (Climate Change and International 
Convention) in the Department of Environment from 2009 to 
2011. He was a member of Bangladesh delegations in several 
international climate change negotiation including COP 15 in 
Copenhagen and COP 21 in France. He has aso been working as 
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an adviser of Green climate fund board for the last the two years. He has several papers, 
book chapters, briefing papers, and key note key-note speaker his credit. He is also an 
Adjunct faculty of several training institutes. As a member of technical committee, he had 
contributed to several national documents such as NAPA, INDC, Climate Fiscal Framework 
etc.  
 
Firdaus Ara Hussain is a development expert working in various 
capacities for over 10 years and is currently engaged as Principal Advisor- 
Climate Finance Governance Project of the Climate Finance Governance 
Project and Implementing Advisor of the CF Ready Programme in GIZ 
Bangladesh. In this position, Ms. Hussain is providing advisory services to 
the Bangladesh Ministry of Environment and Forests in public financial 
management, adaptation and mitigation efforts, policy coordination and 
capacity development. For the Global CF Ready Programme, she is advising 
the Secretariat of the National Designated Authority to the Green Climate 
Fund in the Economic Relations Division (ERD) to the Green Climate Fund in its 
organizational and capacity development. Prior to this, she worked with the GIZ Office 
Dhaka as Deputy Director -Portfolio Management where she advised on the financial 
management, monitoring and evaluation, project development and strategic coordination 
of all projects under the GIZ BD portfolio. Ms. Hussain specializes in climate change, climate 
finance, rural and regional development, project management, project financial 
management, project development, research, monitoring and evaluation, among others. 
She currently is pursuing her PhD in Asian Institute of Technology (AIT), Thailand in the 
area of Climate Finance.  She is studying how the affected communities are engaging in 
adaptation measures in rural Bangladesh particularly which adaptation responses should 
be focused on in affected households in Bangladesh. 
 
Gawher Nayeem Wahra has over 28 years of experience, 
managing complex emergencies and natural disasters at local, 
regional, national and international levels. He has played 
managerial roles in developing community-focused humanitarian 
response and human rights-based resources for right-based 
humanitarian actions, monitoring and coordinating in various 
development organisations. In the early 1990s, Mr Wahra was 
actively involved in developing the country’s first national disaster 
management training manual. He has worked on disaster risk 
reduction and climate change adaptation programmes, with focus on child protection in 
emergencies in various humanitarian organisations such as Oxfam, CARE, ActionAid, Save 
the Children, PLAN, Swiss Development Cooperation and UNICEF. He has worked in 
Kurdistan (northern Iraq), India, Myanmar, Nepal, Pakistan and Somalia, with specific 
assignment on disaster risk reduction and humanitarian response. Mr Wahra is an adjunct 
faculty at the Institute of Disaster Management and Vulnerability Studies, University of 
Dhaka. He assisted in developing the undergraduate and postgraduate curricula for 
disaster management courses at public universities.  
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Gulam Mohiuddin has been working in Climate Change 
domain for last seven years. He is currently working as a 
Programme Manager (Research & Policy) at Climate Finance 
Governance Unit in Transparency International Bangladesh 
(TIB). He has keen interest on climate change adaptation 
finance governance. His published researches are on 
governance status on Local Government Institutions and 
Bangladesh Water Development Board implemented climate 
projects (https://goo.gl/dPoGXN, https://goo.gl/rKNcfq). He 
has grass-root level experience in climate change adaptation 
project planning and implementation. He was involved with 
implementation of climate funds like Fast Start Financing and 
Bangladesh Climate Change Resilience Fund (BCCRF). He has completed his MSc and BSc in 
Geography and Environment from Jahangirnagar University with a special focus on Climate 
Change and Political Ecology. 

Ian Stuart Tellam has 20 years experience as director, 
consultant, researcher, and fundraiser for many 
sustainability initiatives. He is the former director of the Dutch 
government's technical and financial support to 
developing countries for climate change. And is now: director of 
the independent consultancy bureau Adaptify; research 
associate with Stockholm Environment Institute; and 
coordinator of AdaptationWatch, which is a partnership of 14 
universities, think-tanks and NGOs from all over the world, 
aiming to increase transparency and participation in climate 
adaptation. Ian holds a science degree from Middlesex 
University, UK, was a course leader for the UK Open University’s International 
Environmental Policy programme, and has been a lecturer for the University of 
Amsterdam’s International Development Studies Programme.  
 

Iftekharuzaman, PhD, is Executive Director of Transparency 
International Bangladesh (TIB). He served earlier as Executive 
Director of Bangladesh Freedom Foundation (1999-2004), 
Executive Director of Regional Centre for Strategic Studies, 
Colombo (1995-99) and Research Director of Bangladesh 
Institute of International and Strategic Studies (1982-95). He was 
educated in the University of Dhaka and Academies of Economics, 
Wroclaw and Warsaw. He was a post-doctoral fellow in 
International Relations Department of University of Tokyo 
(1988-89). Dr. Zaman was elected to the International Board of Directors of TI in 2008, re-
elected in 2012 and for the third term in 2015. He is the Chairperson of Acid Survivors 
Foundation; Trustee of Bangladesh Freedom Foundation, Manusher Jonno Foundation and 
Bishwa Shahityo Kendro; and Member, International Commission on Chittagong Hill Tracts. 
He was the first individual from the developing South to be elected as Chair of the 
International Committee of the Washington DC-based Council on Foundations. Main areas 

https://goo.gl/dPoGXN
https://goo.gl/rKNcfq
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of his current interest and expertise are governance, anti-corruption, people’s engagement, 
social accountability, politics, development, regional security and cooperation, on which he 
has written and published widely in and outside Bangladesh. In recognition of his 
leadership in advocating against corruption and promoting transparency and good 
governance, Dr Zaman was awarded the first Global Partnership Forum for Social 
Accountability (GPSA) Award in May 2015. The award acknowledged his role to catalyze 
institutional, legal and policy reforms and application of participatory social accountability 
engaging volunteers, particularly youth, in such vital sectors as education, health and local 
government. 

Kazi Maruful Islam, PhD, is serving as a Professor of Department 
of Development Studies, University of Dhaka.  He has served as 
the team leader of ‘Climate Change, Food Security and 
Governance Unit’ of Eminence. He has been engaged in the 
academia and development practices for quite many years as a 
development professional with experience in disaster and 
governance, climate change policy, local governance, gender 
mainstreaming program design and evaluation and application of 
ICTs in local government service delivery in particular; advocacy 
training and capacity building of civil service and NGOs, and governance of primary Health 
Care. Dr. Islam obtained Doctor of Philosophy in Political Science from University of 
Heidelberg and Masters of Philosophy in Public Administration from University of Bergen, 
Norway. He has extensive works on political economy of public and private sector 
initiatives and strategies for disaster risk reduction in Bangladesh. This unique blend of 
academic and research-based knowledge and experience has made Dr. Islam as one of the 
leaders in these sectors and the most effective one for leading such a dynamic team. 
 
Kevork Baboyan started his career supporting the Ministry of 
Finance in Beirut, Lebanon in macroeconomics policy and public 
debt management. He then moved to Papua New Guinea as an 
Overseas Development Institute fellow where he worked on the 
taxation of mining and oil companies and trade policy with the 
Internal Revenue Commission  in charge of Taxation and 
Customs. Back in Lebanon, he worked in the Office of the 
Minister at the Ministry of Finance on reforming the national 
budget process in close collaboration with the World Bank EFMIS 
project before joining the Ministry of Finance in Kuwait to build the capacity of its fiscal 
policy unit under a program with the International Monetary Fund. Since 2013, Kevork he 
has been working with the UNDP Bangkok Regional Hub to support countries in their 
efforts to make their planning and budgeting systems more responsive to climate change 
and strengthen accountability on what they are doing to implement and finance their 
national climate change action plans. He holds a Bachelors of Arts in Economics and History 
from the American University of Beirut and Master of Arts in Development Economics from 
the University of Sussex at Brighton and Hove. 
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Mani Nepal, PhD, is Senior Environmental Economist and 
Research Program Manager at SANDEE, ICIMOD. He conducts and 
co-ordinates SANDEE research and training activities, and 
provides technical support and mentoring to the SANDEE 
researchers.  He is a technical editor of SANDEE Working Paper 
series. His research interest is in non-market valuation, household 
energy, climate change, program evaluation, and development 
issues such as child labor, poverty/inequality, armed conflict and 
its effect on social welfare. Earlier, he worked as Associate 
Professor at Tribhuvan University, visiting faculty at the University of New Mexico,USA, and 
Kathmandu University, Nepal; Senior Economist at the Department of Finance and 
Administration, Santa Fe, New Mexico; and Economist at NEFAS and APROSC, 
Kathmandu. He has a MS degree in Policy Economics from the University of Illinois at 
Urbana-Champaign and Ph.D. in Economics from the University of New Mexico, USA 
 
Megan Darby is deputy editor at Climate Home, the go-to site for 
international climate change news, where she writes, commissions 
and edits stories. From the fragile coral reefs of the Maldives to the 
opencast coalmines of Germany, her reporting explores the real-
world consequences of policy and business decisions. After 
covering three United Nations climate summits, Darby knows most 
of the acronyms–and does her best to spare the reader from them. 
Prior to joining Climate Home in 2014, she covered water and 
energy for industry magazine Utility Week. 
 
Mizan R. Khan has a Ph.D in Environmental Policy and 
Management from the University of Maryland School of Public 
Policy, MD, USA. He is Director of External Affairs at North 
South University (NSU), and, a Professor at the Department of 
Environmental Science and Management (DESM), NSU, Dhaka, 
Bangladesh. He was an Adjunct Professor at the Natural 
Resources Institute (NRI), University of Manitoba, Canada, 
during 2009-2013. Dr. Khan had been a Visiting 
Professor/Scholar at Universite de Poitiers, France in 
February 2015 & at Brown University, USA during the Spring & Fall of 2012and again in 
Spring of 2013. He is a Lead Author of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change 
(IPCC).  From August 1981 he served at the Bangladesh Institute of International & 
Strategic Studies (BIISS), Dhaka, where he was a Research Director during May 1998–June 
2001.  Before joining as Chair of DESM at NSU in early July 2003, he served for four years as 
UNDP Environment Policy Specialist, working  with the Govt. of Bangladesh.  In the early 
1990s, he worked for 3 years as a Senior Researcher at the Centre for International 
Development and Conflict Management (CIDCM) at the University of Maryland at College 
Park. He was Vice Chair of the LDC Expert Group under the UNFCCC during 2002-2004.  He 
attends climate negotiations as the lead negotiator on climate finance with the Bangladesh 
delegation since 2001. Dr. Khan is the Focal Point of the Nairobi Work Program of the 
UNFCCC representing the Academia in Bangladesh.  He is an invited speaker in global 

https://scholar.google.com/citations?user=OsGqxdgAAAAJ&hl=en&oi=ao
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expert meetings on climate change. He worked as Project Director of a 6-year CIDA-funded 
Partnership Project (2007-2013) with the University of Manitoba, Canada, on “Building 
Environment Governance Capacity in Bangladesh.” 
 

Mohammad Aatish Khan is an international expert on climate 
finance, program evaluation and project development, though 
private sector collaborations. He was a Senior Fellow at YES 
Global Institute &amp; Vice President at YES Bank Ltd. in India. 
With over 8 years of sector experience, he has led Natural Capital 
initiative and focuses on Biodiversity Conservation, Climate 
Finance Pollution and Coastal &amp; Marine economy. During 8 
years, he managed about 30 projects, several end-to- end, from 
conceptualization, bidding, team and budget allocation, 
collaboration and implementation. He specializes in impact evaluation and environment 
finance, with a focus on channelizing private capital for ‘practice-to-policy’ and new age 
technological and financial solutions. Prior to joining YES Bank, he worked for top 
environment non-profit in India and environmental policy &amp; law firm in the United 
States. He has evaluated more than 40 natural resources projects located in 18 countries 
spread across four continents. He has undertaken international policy work as a ‘Climate 
Policy Negotiator’ during COP-21 Paris, COP-20 Lima and COP-22 Marrakech at the UN 
Climate Conference, and presented policy idea on “Protection, Restoration &amp; 
Sustainable use of Urban Water bodies in India” at IUCN World Conservation Congress 
2016 in Hawaii. He holds a Master of Environmental Management degree from the School 
of Forestry and Environmental Studies, Yale University and was awarded many prestigious 
fellowships like Fulbright-Nehru Fellowship, Andrew Sabin International Environmental 
Fellowship, Cameron Speth Scholarship and Williams Research Grant for his exceptional 
work in Climate Finance and NRM project evaluation. He also holds an MBA (Environment) 
from Indian Institute of Forest Management, Bhopal and Bachelors in Engineering Honors 
degree from RGTU, Bhopal. 
 
 
Mohammad Iftekhar Hossain is serving as Deputy Secretary at 
Economic Relations Division of Government of Bangladesh. His 
expertise includes preparedness of South Asian Countries including 
Bangladesh in accessing Green Climate Fund (GCF), performance of 
National Designated Authority (NDA), and reforms in potential 
National Implementing Entity (NIE); specially public entities. 
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Mohammed Iqbal Hossain is a dedicated Governance, Risk and 
Auditprofessional with over 25years of experience in Bangladesh and 
Internationally. He performed and managed diverse range of audits such as 
financial, operational/performance, compliance and IT. He implemented 
various change projects in audit and information technology through 
enthusiasm, initiative and leadership. A member of Bangladesh Civil Service 
(Audit and Accounts) cadre, he is currently working as Deputy Comptroller 
and Auditor General (Senior) in the Office of the Comptroller and Auditor 
General of Bangladesh. During his long career Mr. Hossain served in 
government and private sector in various capacities, which includes, Director of Information 
Systems at the Office of the Comptroller & Auditor General of Bangladesh (August 1999 - 
September 2003), Director General, Post, Telecommunication, Science and Technology (PTST) 
Audit (Nov 2012-Sep 2014), Team Leader, IT Audit Task Force (Oct 2010 - Oct 2012), Senior 
Finance Controller, Defense Purchase (Sep 2009 - Oct 2010), Ministry of Defense, IT Audit and Risk 
Consultant, in POINT CONSULTING INC. CANADA (October 2014 - December 2016). Mr. Hossain 
holds various professional qualifications in the field of audit, informational technology and 
governance, cyber security, fraud and forensics investigation, which includes, Certified Internal 
Auditor (CIA),Certified Fraud Examiner (CFE), Certified Information Security Manager (CISM), 
Certified in the Governance of Enterprise IT (CGEIT) and Certified Information Systems Auditor 
(CISA). Mr. Hossain earned MSS degree in Economics from Dhaka University and MSc in Computer 
Systems Auditing from London Metropolitan University, UK, He also earned BSC(Hons.) degree in 
Computing and Information Systems from the same university in UK. In addition, Mr. Hossain 
completed Graduate Certificate course in Computer Security from George Brown College, Canada, 
and Graduate Certificate course in Forensic and Fraud Investigations from Algonquin College, 
Canada.  Mr. Hossain possess extensive expertise in information security, internal control and 
internal audit, risk management, performance management and compliance management, 
strategy and ethical standards implementation, fraud prevention and detection. He also served as 
a Member, Government and Regulatory Advocacy (GRA) subcommittee at ISACA, Asia Pacific and 
North America region during 2014-2015 and governing board in ISACA Dhaka Chapter in 2013-
2014. 
 
Mohammad Monirul Islam, Deputy Chief-General Economics Division (GED), Bangladesh 
Planning Commission, has studied Economics from Jahangirnagar University and Public 
Policy at Graduate Institute for Policy Studies (GRIPS), Tokyo, Japan under ADB-JSP 
Scholarship. He has drafted the concept note of the 7th Five Year Plan (2016-2020) and has 
served as Deputy Project Director of the Support to Sustainable and Inclusive Planning 
(SSIP) project funded by UNDP. He was involved with Preparation of position papers and 
policy briefs on issues like economic growth, poverty, employment, inequality, Millennium 
Development Goals SAARC Development Goals, NSAPR (PRSP), inflation, population 
dynamics, Gender etc. 
 
M. Asaduzzaman, PhD, is serving as Professorial  Fellow at Bangladesh Institute of 
Development Studies. He is also member of Bangladesh Delegation to COP on Mitigation. 
He has profound experience and expertise on climate change mitigation in both national 
and international level. 
 



9 
 

M. Shamsul Alam, is serving as the Dean of Faculty of Engineering at 
Daffodil International University. He has a PhD in Electrical and 
Electronic Engineering.  He has professional experience of 35 years in 
Energy and Power sector. He has expertise on Climate Change 
Mitigation with special focus on Renewable Energy. 
 
 
 
 
 
M. Zakir Hossain Khan has been working as a Senior Program 
Manager on Climate Finance Governance under Transparency 
International Bangladesh since 2010 through generating 
evidences to promote good governance in climate finance at 
both country and global level (UNDP, IISD, DFID). He led as well 
as contributed to conduct several studies on climate finance 
governance that have created effective demand for good 
governance in climate finance at both national and 
international level. He has solid experiences to carry out studies 
on environmental economics, tax policy and system, power sector, climate change 
adaptation and disaster and water resource managements. Some of his studies have been 
published by Oxford University Press, Cambridge University Press, Journal of Development 
Economics, Transparency International Bangladesh, South Asian Network for Development 
and Environmental Economics (SANDEE), South Asian Network for Environmental 
Economics (SANEI). Zakir did his MS in economics from North South University in 2005 
with the specialization in environmental economics. 
 
 
Saleemul Huq, PhD, is the founding Director of International 
Center for Climate Change and Development (ICCCAD) at the 
Independent University, Bangladesh and also a Senior Fellow of the 
International Institute for Environment & Development (IIED), UK. 
Before joining IIED, he was director of the Bangladesh Center for 
Advanced Studies. Dr. Huq has been involved in the work of the 
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, serving as a Lead 
Author and Coordinating Lead Author in the Working Group II, 
which focused on impacts, vulnerability and adaptation. He has 
published reports and articles on climate change, particularly on 
adaptation to climate change. He is the lead author of the chapter on 
Adaptation and Sustainable Development in the third assessment report of the 
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC).  
 
 
 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Independent_University,_Bangladesh
http://www.iied.org/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bangladesh_Center_for_Advanced_Studies
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bangladesh_Center_for_Advanced_Studies
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Intergovernmental_Panel_on_Climate_Change
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Sandeep Roy is a co-founder at VNV Advisory Services, 
responsible for the initiation and development of the climate 
change expertise. His strong belief in community outreach and 
sustainable initiatives, spearheaded VNV’s ownership on low 
carbon social development projects such as rural energy 
access, clean cooking, agro-forestry, social forestry, water 
access and sustainable agriculture. His work encompasses 
over 2.5 million rural households across the South Asia region 
and over 40 NGOs and implementation partners. He has been 
in carbon markets since the inception and has dealt with over 
80 emission reduction projects across carbon mechanisms and standards. He plays an 
advisory role to over 100 companies and countless non - profits for climate finance related 
affairs. Sandeep has over 15 years of industry experience in various fields, with 6 years 
dedicated to the consulting business. His innovation in the field of Climate finance and its 
relation to corporate sustainability has been widely recognized and enabled him to work in 
areas of financing and ensuring additional funding for the deployment and maintenance of 
sustainable and clean energy projects. He is a certified auditor for various sustainability 
standards such as the forest stewardship council and he is also a certified CII sustainability 
assessor. He is part of various global forums and committees on sustainability and low 
carbon related issues and has co- authored various articles and publications on the same. 
 
Santosh Kumar Patnaik is the programme coordinator of 
Climate Action Network South Asia. He currently manages 
projects on advocacy of low carbon development, effective ways 
of climate communication and policy formulation to enhance 
climate resilience. He is also involved in research and analysis on 
various themes such as climate finance, sustainable consumption 
and production and sustainable transport. He also works towards 
maintaining partnership with government representatives at sub 
national level, civil society and media. He studied for his Masters 
in Environmental and Energy Management from University of Twente, The Netherlands. He 
is also an alumnus of Forest Research Institute University, India.  
 
Shaziya Ali has been working in the civil society sector in the Maldives for the past 8 years. 
She is currently working at Transparency Maldives as a Senior Project Coordinator on their 
Climate Integrity Project. Shaziya is actively engaged with the Maldivian communities on 
community development and believes that grassroots advocacy and action are crucial to 
strengthening mechanisms for increasing transparency and accountability of public 
officials and better public policies. Her past experience includes working in Maldives Red 
Crescent as a national Disaster Response Coordinator. Shaziya holds a BA in 
Political Science and an MA in International Relations. 
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Sumaiya Khair, PhD, is a Professor at the Department of Law, 
University of Dhaka, Bangladesh where she served as Head of the 
Department of Law from 2009-2011. She took leave from the 
University to serve Transparency International Bangladesh (TIB) as 
Deputy Executive Director from July 2013- June 2017. She has 
rejoined the University in July 2017 but continues to serve TIB as 
Adviser, Executive Management. In addition to advising and guiding 
TIB’s research and advocacy, she oversees its Climate Finance work. 
Professor Khair has a Ph.D. from UK where she has also studied as a 
Commonwealth Post-Doctoral Academic Fellow. She sits on the editorial board of the “The 
Asian Yearbook of International Law”. Professor Khair writes on law, justice and human 
rights and governance and has to her credit a number of articles and publications in both 
national and international journals and books. Her areas of interest and research include 
human rights, humanitarian law, child rights, legal empowerment, refugee &amp; 
migration, governance, labour standards and gender issues. She serves as a resource 
person in her areas of expertise in national, regional and international forum. Professor 
Khair has consulted for UN agencies, ILO and international development partners in the 
areas of her expertise. She was Head of Research and Policy Influence from 2012 to 2013 in 
a DFID-funded programme on Community Legal Services implemented by Maxwell Stamp 
PLC. Professor Khair sits on governing boards of a number of research and development 
organisations., namely, the Foundation for the Development of International Law in Asia 
(DILA), Refugee and Migratory Movements Research Unit (RMMRU), Bangladesh, 
Bangladesh Environmental Lawyers’ Association (BELA), and Rangpur-Dinajpur Rural 
Services (RDRS). She sits on the Audit Committee, Centre for Policy Dialogue (CPD). She is 
an International member on the executive board of ActionAid Nepal. She served as one of 
the founding members of the Executive Board of ActionAid International Bangladesh 
(AAIB) from July 2010-February 2016. She served as a Trustee of the Acid Survivors 
Foundation (ASF) from December 2011-July 2017. She is the Ombudsperson, Sexual 
Harassment Redressal Committee of GIZ, Dhaka and a member of the Sexual Harassment 
Prevention Committee of ULAB. 

Sunil Acharya is Project Manager with Practical Action South 
Asia. He leads the Nepal programme of Action on Climate Today 
(ACT) initiative. His current work involves providing technical 
support to government and policymakers to integrate climate 
change adaptation into national, sectoral and subnational policies 
and programmes. Mr. Acharya has over 9 years of experience on 
research, policy analysis and practice of climate change 
vulnerability assessment and adaptation, climate finance and 
governance, political economy of low carbon and climate 
resilience development, international climate change negotiations, 
and renewable energy policy. He has led the civil society 
engagement in influencing climate change policy formulation in Nepal. 
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Timothy Cadman, PhD is a Research Fellow in the Institute for 
Ethics, Governance and Law at Griffith University, Queensland, 
Australia. He is also a Research Fellow in the international Earth 
Systems Governance Project and an Adjunct Lecturer and 
Member of the Australian Centre for Sustainable Business and 
Development at the University of Southern Queensland. He 
specializes in the governance of sustainable development, 
climate change, natural resource management including 
forestry, and responsible investment.  
 
 


